HOW  FRANCE  LOST  HER  SELF-RESPECT

into a pander. The Parc-aux-Cerfs was not as bad as it was painted by the
pamphleteers, yet the King did maintain there a small house for his
secret pleasures, and it is a fact that Madame de Pompadour agreed to
run it for him with her usual obliging efficiency. Hence her epitaph.

Ci-git qui fut vingt ans pucelle,
Quinze ans catin, sept ans maquerelle.
[Here lies one for twenty years a maid,
Fifteen a whore, and seven a procuress.]

When she died in 1764, her place was taken by a 'nobody', Jeanne
Becu, otherwise Vaubernier, a pretty prostitute who did not give a fig for
politics, but whose advancement scandalized the high-bom women. In
order to achieve the court and "presentation* there, Jeanne had succeeded
in having herself married to the Count du Barry, brother of one of her
lovers who, had he not been already a husband, would himself gladly
have obliged her.

The King's costly excesses were judged with legitimate harshness by
a people overwhelmed with taxes and wars. In order to reach Versailles
from Fontainebleau without crossing Paris, where he feared a bad
reception, as early as 1750 Louis XV had built the 'Route de la Revoke',
and here was a sign of the times. The penknife blow administered in
1747 by Damiens, a half-mad serving-man, astonished no one except
the King: "Why try to kill me?' he asked. 'I have done no one any harm.'
But he had done the French a great harm by disillusioning them.

The misunderstanding between him and his people extended to foreign
affairs; in the colonies, despite the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, the Anglo-
French war went on. How, indeed could the Governments have stopped
it? In bad weather it took two months to get to New York, six to
Calcutta. The order to cease fire stopped nothing. In America the French
governors were straining every muscle to join Louisiana and Canada, the
Mississippi to the Saint Lawrence, by cutting behind the British colonies,
which thus would have found themselves without a hinterland, en-
circled by the Alleghenies and the sea. In the midst of official peace,
the struggle had broken out in the Ohio Valley, and the French, having
driven out the colonials, had there built Fort Duquesne, Despite this
advantage, the French position in Canada was far from being secure.
Since the days of Charles II, the English colonies along the coast had
constituted a homogeneous and well-populated area, numbering about
one million two hundred thousand inhabitants, whereas the French settlers
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